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}Many people wonder why an all - loving God 
would allow His people to experience so 
much pain and suffering.  

}This results in many people rejecting the 
Christian Godé they become atheists or 
develop a non - Christian conception of God  

}Why does God allow so much pain and 
suffering?  Is there a satisfactory answer?  



}Section 1: Manõs answer to the òproblem of 
painó ð the answer from philosophy  

}Section 2: The benefits of pain and suffering  

}Section 3: Job asks God why He is allowing 
him to suffer so terriblyé 

}God answers Job in an intriguing and 
powerful way!  



}I hope that many in the class will contribute 
with their own ideas as we broach many 
difficult, yet important, questions throughout 
this course.  

}Please donõt worry about whether you have 
the correct answeréfor many of the topics we 
will discuss, only God knows the right answer 
for certain!  

}Do read along with me as we study the Book 
of Job in the main portion of this course  



}C.S. Lewis wrote a classic book on this exact 
topic over fifty years ago.   

}Lewis struggled with this issue early in his lifeé 
and, at times, even in his later years.  

}Norman Geisler  and Winfried Corduan  also have 
much to offer on this topicé 

}Our goal here is to find out why God would let 
the world be as it isé  

}People do experience much pain and suffering.   

}God is perfect.   

}How can these two truths be reconciled?  

 



}Manõs defense on the issue of why a totally 
good and loving God would allow pain into 
His universe.  

}An interesting apparent contradiction exists:  

}God is obligated to create the best possible 
worldé 

}Yet, it seems to most people that we do not 
live in the best possible world!  

 



}God is all - loving as He proved on Calvary  

}God does indeed want the best for His people  

}Therefore, God has created the earth to be 
the best earth possible to accomplish His 
divine, eternal purpose.  

}Let us see if we can understand, using our 
limited human logic, how this could be true.  



}All throughout the remainder of this section, the 
concept of free will and the resultant evil  that 
befalls mankind and our world will be clearly 
evident.  

}These concepts lead to the type of world God has 
created for His people.  

}The question becomesé is it the best world 
possible given our free will?  

}Frankly, we can only make a somewhat feeble 
attempt at answering this questioné I do not 
believe that God wants us to know the details of 
His actual reasons.  



}C.S. Lewis put it this wayé 

}òIf God were good, He would wish to make 
His creatures perfectly happy, and if God 
were almighty, He would be able to do what 
He wished.  But the creatures are not happy.  
Therefore, God lacks either goodness, or 
power, or both.ó 

}Is this premise correct?  

}What did God want to accomplish?  



}God could have created nothing at all  

}God could have created robots  that never 
would choose to sin  

}God could have created a world where 
creatures always chose to sin  

}God could have created creatures that could 
sin, but never choose to do so  

}God could create a world in which people 
really do  have free will.  

 



}We live in a world where people have free will.  

}We can choose to accept or reject God and 
His commandments.  

}Is this the best world to live in?  

}Christian theologians say that this world must 
be the best possible world since a perfect, 
omnipotent God made it.  

}Can we show, using our human logic, why 
this is true?  

 



}Can we show why God would create a world like 
ours as the best type of world to accomplish His 
perfect and loving purposes?  

}We must expand our view of this world to the 
view that an omniscient, omnipresent, and 
omnipotent God has as He looks at His universe 
from eternity past to eternity future . 

}This cannot be done perfectlyé but many 
theologians believe that a reasonable 
understanding can be obtained as to the reason 
why pain and suffering is allowed into this world.  



}This is not  the best possible world, but it is  
the best possible world to  lead mankind to 
the best possible eternity  in the all -
encompassing universe of God.  

}Geisler  ð òA sinless Heaven is better than an 
evil earth, but there was no way for God to 
achieve a sinless Heaven unless He created 
beings that would sin and did sin in order 
that out of their sin He could produce the 
best possible world (Heaven) where beings 
would not sin.ó 



}God gives humans free will as this trait is 
certainly required in a world where love can 
be expressed or withheld.   

}This free will certainly can result in the choice 
to siné the rejection God and His will for 
oneõs life.  That is what Adam and Eve 
eventually chose.   

}The fall of man  resulted in the evil/pain we 
now see in our world.   

 



}God, however, uses the suffering in this world 
to help His children return to Him and  pursue 
their individual sanctification.  

}This evil does not come from Godé but does 
come from mankindõs misguided use of a 
wonderful gift from Godé the gift of free will.   

 



}God is the cause of everything  

}Evil exists  

}Therefore God causes evil  

 



}God is the efficient cause of every finite 
substance (but nothing else)  

}Evil is not a substance  

}God is therefore not the cause of evil  

 



}A person may use their free will to reject 
Godõs laws ð this is sin  

}This evil act, however, was not caused or 
created by God .  

}As Geisler  notes, òEvil has no existence of its 
own; it exists only in substances that God has 
created but it has no subsistence of its own.ó  



}Augustine said that there is an absolutely 
good God who chose to create men and 
women with free wills.   

}These creatures freely choose the lesser good 
for and of themselves over the perfect good 
of God, resulting in sin and the corruption of 
the world.  



}Evil has no substance of its own.  It is a 
privation or corruption of the essence of 
another  

}God causes only substantive things.  He does 
not cause evil.    

}God does create people with free wills.  

}Moral evil is rooted in human free will.  Free 
will is a good thing, but its abuse by mankind 
results in evil.  

 



}Human nature is never totally corrupted by evilé 
men and women are always responsible for their 
actions (except, I believe, when mentally ill with a 
psychosis or dealing with a similar mental 
problem such as severe retardation).  

}The grace of God enables men and women to 
free themselves of their sinful propensities (but 
only as they submit to the Holy Spirit after being 
saved by Jesus) and to strive for sanctification as 
they live out the remainder of their lives on earth.  

 



}What follows is a discussion of how evil can 
exist in a world created and sustained by a 
perfect and loving God.  

}There are various ways people look at this 
issueé 

}Pierre Bayle stated:  

}Evil exists  

}An omnipotent God would destroy evil  

}A benevolent God would destroy evil  

}Therefore, either:  

 



}God is not omnipotent  

}God is not benevolent  

}God does not exist  

}The Christian does believe that God will 
destroy evilé therefore, his answer to God 
and the òproblem of eviló looks like thisé 



}God is responsible for those acts He actually 
performs  

}God never performs evil acts  

}God created mankind with free will to choose to 
follow Him and His edicts or to reject Him  

}God cannot do the impossible  and prevent free  
people from choosing sin/evil  

}When mankind, using free choice, rejects God, 
this is siné which is evil 

}Therefore, mankind (and fallen angels) freely 
chooses evil  

 



}God has given mankind free will  

}Can all the evil that free will has caused be 
justified?  

}Permitting  evil can lead to a greater good.  

 



}God is the best being possible.  We can conceive 
of a òworldó better than our current worldé e.g 
Heaven.  Therefore, we can infer that God is 
using this world to lead us to Heaven and that 
this world is the best world for that purpose (or 
else God would have chosen another)  

}Given the above statement, our world is even 
better than a morally good world  

}There is evidence that the Heaven we aspire to 
actually exists (since there is excellent evidence 
that the Bible is true and it speaks of a perfect 
placed called Heaven)  

 



}God is perfect, omnipresent, omnipotent, 
omniscient and all loving  

}Producing anything but the best possible world 
for God would be evil for such a God  

}An absolutely perfect being cannot produce evil  

}God did make this world  

}The world as it is now is not the best world 
imaginable  

}Therefore, there must be a better, perfect world 
to come, of which our current world is a 
necessary preludeé we call this next òworldóé 
the final òworldóé Heaven 

 



}Let us discuss why it was better for God to 
create our imperfect world than a morally 
perfect world  

}Geisler  and Corduan  maintain that 
òpermitting an evil world is the best way to 
achieve the morally best world .ó 

}Not only that, but free will necessitates an 
imperfect world  


